This book is the 15th in the series Clinics in Diagnostic Ultrasound, most of which have been well received to date. It differs from most others on the subject in that the entire volume is dedicated to ultrasound in gynaecological problems, which are usually covered only in a small section in books on obstetric and gynaecological ultrasound. There are eleven chapters by 20 American contributors and, in common with most American books, the presentation of the images is very varied with a free admixture of both black on white and white on black presentations. It is surprising to find that the majority of images in the book are of now outmoded manual static scans and that many are not of adequate quality. Despite this reservation, the text can only be praised. The editors have ensured an even coverage of all aspects of gynaecological ultrasound and have grouped the contributions under headings which are clinically relevant in the busy diagnostic department.
It is perhaps surprising that the role of ultrasound in the management of infertility is not covered, but otherwise the book can be strongly recommended. HYLTON This book covers ground often neglected in other texts. It is concerned with the problems of the patient who has not only major and often multiple fractures but also concomitant injuries such as those to chest, head and abdomen. The writers are American, and of the 30contributors 17come from Dallas, Texas. There are 28 chapters, and of these the first 14 deal with more general topics, such as the management offractures associated with head or chest injury, or damage to neurovascular structures. Important anaesthetic considerations and discussion on the management of shock have chapters to themselves.
As would be expected of a text emanating from Houston, Texas, the emphasis is largely on 'hightechnology medicine' and it is assumed throughout Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 80 January 1987 65 that the physicians dealing with the patients will all be fully trained and competent in the use of these demanding and often unforgiving methods. Indeed, at many points in the text it is properly emphasized that the techniques recommended should be employed only by experts familiar with them. The guidance for those not so acquainted is less specific. Clearly this is not a textbook for use in 'developing' countries. The contributors have kept within the boundaries of their subjects, and all the chapters are worth reading. The first, on priorities in management of multiple injuries, abounds with commonsense. There are many areas where the subject matter is controversial, but interesting. Thus delayed management of urethral injury is recommended in complicated pelvic fractures. Urgent fixation of fractures associated with vascular injury does not get the emphasis that it does in the UK. Some would take issue on the subject of the alleged deleterious effects of 'conservative' methods of long bone fracture management in this group of patients, in whom early internal fixation is advised. Some of the more energetic 'conservative' methods (such as Perkins traction in femoral fractures) do not appear to have been considered at all.
In short, this is an excellent resume of current practice in some of the more affluent areas of the USA. There is much of interest to be gleaned from each chapter. The book is a 'must' for those who are involved in the management of these challenging cases.
PBEWES
Principles and Practice of Geriatric Medicine M S J Pathy (ed) pp 1323 £62.50 ISBN 0 47110346 2 Chichester: John Wiley 1985 This largely British book is a new and welcome addition to the literature in geriatric medicine and I am sure will compare favourably with the already established text edited by Brocklehurst. All the major organ systems are well reviewed with extensive and up-to-date references. In addition, there are separate chapters on gerontology, rehabilitation and provision of services. The multi-author format does tend to lead to a disjointed writing style, but fortunately the contributors have avoided substituting the word 'elderly' for 'patient' to disguise a textbook of medicine. My only complaints are that the crossreferencing is occasionally poor and the index is a little sparse. hi particular, I was surprised that there was no mention of day hospital care or occupational therapy. I am sure these minor deficiencies may be repaired in the next edition. I would recommend the text as a reference work to all those interested in the field of geriatric medicine.
P V KNIGHT
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Bladder Cancer E J Zingg & D M A Wallace (ed) pp 301 DM 170 ISBN 3-540-13239-2 Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1985 This well-written and informative book should be compulsory reading for all urologists. It is well edited and has brought together a unique combination of authoritative writers on this most difficult of'urological topics. There is throughout an economy of Ian. guage which nevertheless succeeds in provoking adequate discussion of well recognized areas of
